
 
Mon 18th Sept 

Clubs start 
3.30pm—4.15pm 

 
Weds 20th Sept 

Year 4 & 5 Parents information 
evening 

 
Thursday 21st Sept 

Year 3 & 6 Parents information 
evening 

 
Weds 27th Sept 
Harvest Festival  

St Martin’s Church—1pm 
 

Weds 4th Oct—Fri 6th Oct 

Year 6 Robinwood Trip 

 

Tuesday 10th Oct 

Parent Consultation Eve 

3.45pm—5.45pm 

 

Weds 11th Oct 

Parent Consultation Eve 

3.45pm—5.45pm 

 

Thursday 19th Oct 

Year 6 Robinwood Presentation 

 

Fri 20th Oct 

Year 3 & 4 Disco 

3.30pm—4.45pm 

 

Year 5 & 6 Disco  

4.45pm—6.00pm 

 

See full diary dates on page 6         

 

Headteacher’s Message 

Executive Head Teacher: Mrs K.Smith  
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I hope that you all had a wonderful summer break and that 
the first week back has gone smoothly.  

I want to say a warm welcome to all of our new starters to 
St. Andrew’s Junior School. It’s really important to us that 
your child feels happy and well cared for in our school so 
please do speak to us if your child needs some more support 
with settling in. When I have walked around school, it has 
been a pleasure to see pupils engaged in their learning and 
getting back into their usual classroom routines.  

Our lunchtime clubs started this week and are a great way 
of pupils getting to know others around school. They also 
provide a quieter space for pupils who prefer to be away 
from the playground. After school clubs start on Monday. I’d 
like to thank the staff for voluntarily giving up their       
personal time to run these clubs. We know how much they 
benefit the pupils and the positive impact they have.  

We have a few new members of staff who have joined our 
St. Andrew’s team. 

We would like to welcome Miss Gledhill who is our new class 
France teacher; Miss Thompson who is our new TA in class 
France: Mrs Brown who is one of our teachers in class Italy, 
Ms Large who has joined our cleaning team and Mr Hawkes 
who is our new caretaker. You might see him in the morning 
or after school.  
 

I look forward to working with you all this year. 

 

                    Mrs Jocelyn,  Head of School 
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Dear Lord, 

Use my eyes to see new 
friends, open my ears to 
hear my teacher, open 
my mind to learn new 

things.  

Let my heart remember 
you are near when I’m 

afraid.  

Help me to love others 
like you do.  

I want to shine your 
light so bright in my 

school.  

 

Amen.  

Next week we are hosting our Parent Information Sessions on 
Wednesday (Years 4 and 5) and Thursday (Years 3 and 6).  All   
parents and carers are welcome to attend. During the sessions, 
parents will have the opportunity to see their child’s classroom and 
meet their new teacher. Teachers will discuss the year group 
learning expectations for the year and there will be the chance for 
you to ask any questions you may have.  

We hope to see you there.  

Wednesday 20th Sept  Year 4: 4pm 

Wednesday 20th Sept  Year 5: 5pm 

Thursday 21st Sept  Year 3: 4pm 

Thursday 21st Sept  Year 6: 5pm  

Our school day starts at 8.50am. It is expected that all pupils are 
in school for this time. The teachers kindly (and voluntarily) open 
the doors ten minutes early (at 8.40am). This is to allow for a less 
congested playground and a smooth start to the morning. It       
enables pupils to come into the classroom without the cloakroom 
being too busy. It also means that there is still plenty of time to 
get to the Infant School for any siblings who need dropping off as 
the Infant doors open at 8.50am and shut at 9am. Please do not 
arrive at school before 8.40am.  Children will not be supervised 
by staff in the playground during this time. Some pupils are arriv-
ing at school very early and so we ask that parents and pupils arrive    
between 8.40 and 8.50am.  Thank you.  

 

Harvest Festival—St Martin’s Church 

All families are invited to attend our Harvest Festival service at St. 
Martin’s Church on Wednesday 27th September. We ask that 
parents/carers come at 1pm ready for the children to start at 
1.15pm. Please do not arrive before 1pm as we may still be setting up 
the seats in church. 

Throughout the week we ask that children bring in donations to go 
to Brighouse Central Foodbank. Donations could include toiletries, 
tinned food, pasta, rice, biscuits, cereals etc. Please avoid sending in 
fresh produce and check the use by dates too. Donations are        
voluntary as we do not want any family to go without. If you feel 
that you would benefit from support from Brighouse Central     
Foodbank, please speak to either Mrs 
Jocelyn or Mrs Brearley. Any support 
provided will be confidential.  
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Mobile Phones 

Children in Years 5 and 6 are permitted to bring in a mobile phone if this is completely 
necessary. Phones should only be brought into school if the child is walking to or from 
school alone and they need it to contact an adult at home. Mobiles must be turned off 
before entering the playground and must not be turned back on until the child has left 
the playground. Any phones brought into school must be handed in to the class teacher 
where they will be kept in the class cupboard. School cannot be held responsible for any 

lost or damaged phones. If a pupil chooses to not follow the rules, the phone will be taken to the 
main office and a parent or guardian will need to collect it. We ask that you do not encourage your 
child to bring in a phone as they can cause unnecessary issues in school.  

 

Bikes and scooters 

Children may travel to school on a scooter or bike. Any child wanting to bring these must 
bring them via the playground and put them in the bike racks by Year 5. Any pupils   
coming to school on a bike or scooter must wear a helmet. Any without a helmet will be 
asked not to bring their bike or scooter. Pupils must not ride through the playground. 
They must walk their bike or scooter to the bike rack. This is because the playground 
can be extremely busy and also because there is a steep drop at the end (by Year 5) 
which could cause some injuries.  

 

Trading cards 

Pupils can bring in football or Pokemon cards to play with at playtime but we 
ask that they do not trade with their peers in school. This is to avoid any     
fallouts over trading.  

 

Children in Years 3 / 4 

Please can we remind parents and carers that children in Years 3 and 4 must be picked up by a    
responsible adult at the end of the school day. Children in Years 5 and 6 may walk home               
unaccompanied by an adult but we ask that the office are informed of this arrangement. 

 

School Uniform 

We think that our pupils have returned to school looking very smart in their school uniform. Part of 
getting an ‘Always Badge’ is by ensuring pupils have the correct uniform daily.  

A gentle reminder that pupils should wear a white shirt or white polo shirt under a school jumper 
or cardigan. We ask that pupils do not wear blue t-shirts or shirts as this is not part of our         
uniform policy. 

We have introduced the new PE hoodies with the school logo on. These are optional for PE lessons. 
We just ask that children do not wear sports wear with logos on for PE.  We ask that children do 
not have their hair coloured, nails painted or wear any make up. See our uniform policy on our     
website for more information.  
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Year 6 Secondary School Application Deadline 

The deadline for Y6 parents/carers to complete the secondary school    
application is 31st October 2023.  Please click on the link below for those 
who live in Calderdale. 

 https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/education-and-learning/
schools/admissions  

Please note that pupils who live outside of Halifax (e.g. Huddersfield or Bradford postcode) need 
to apply through the Local Authority where they live and NOT CALDERDALE.  

Children from St. Andrew’s Junior School are listed high on Brighouse High’s Admissions Criteria, 
however, I must stress the importance of completing the application form online on time to        
guarantee a place at Brighouse High School.  

Dates for 2023 Secondary Schools Open Evenings 
Lightcliffe Academy 21st Sept 5.30-8pm 

Brighouse High 5th Oct 5.30-7.30pm 

Rastrick High 28th Sept 5.30pm—8pm  

. . . . . having Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs). Our Safeguarding Leads are 
Mrs Jocelyn, Mrs Brearley and Mrs Helliwell. They are available for our children and 
parents to speak to if there are concerns about a child’s safety or wellbeing. Mrs 
Brearley and Mrs Jocelyn are in the playground in the morning before school and 
there to listen to any concerns or worries you may have.  

 

 

 

 

 

                         

                            Mrs Jocelyn (DSL)                 Mrs Brearley (Deputy DSL &               Mrs Helliwell (Deputy DSL &   

                                                                                      Senior Leaning Mentor)                            Learning Mentor)                          

We keep our children safe by . . . . . 

PTA 

Our PTA are a group of parents who come together to organise events and fundraising                 
opportunities throughout the year. This year we have planned for school discos, the Christmas 
fayre, mother’s day stalls and many more. These events are not possible without the valuable      
support the PTA offers. We are down to only a few members and need your 
help.  

Our next meeting will be Monday 18th September at 3.30pm in school (in 
China room). Children of parents attending can wait outside the room and play 
together whilst the parents meet Mrs Jocelyn and discuss the upcoming plans.  

Some members of the PTA take on responsibilities for the finances and     
organising the events whereas others commit to attending the events and    
helping out on the day. It’s up to you how much or little you contribute. 

https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/education-and-learning/schools/admissions
https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/education-and-learning/schools/admissions
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Term Dates 2023—2024 
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Guidance to parents – Back to School Social Media Posts 
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Additional links:  

Surrey Police:  

How To Keep Your Kids Safe When Sharing Back-To-School Photos On Social Media | HuffPost UK Parents 

(huffingtonpost.co.uk) 

https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/back-to-school-photos-surrey-police_uk_5d6e2b22e4b09bbc9ef415de
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/back-to-school-photos-surrey-police_uk_5d6e2b22e4b09bbc9ef415de
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